
The Problem: A Rising ThreatConservation efforts have become increasingly urgent since

the political shift in 2021. The primary threats to these
species are:

Bycatch
Targeted catch and consumption

Indo-Pacific humpback dolphins

Also Vulnerable, these dolphins
 are

relatively rare in this s
pecific 

study area.

Collabora
tive Workshop

s: Using "de
sign thi

nking," 
the MCCL

facilitat
es workshop

s with Local Conserva
tion Groups

(LCGs) to m
ap out 

"prototy
pes" for

 reducin
g bycat

ch and

protect
ing thei

r marine h
eritage.

The Solution: 
Community-Led Actio

n

Dolphin Quest’s support is enabling

these efforts in 2026-2027!

Young C
onserva

tion Leaders 
(YCL): A "tra

ining of
 trainer

s"

program
 empowers villa

ge yout
h with skill

s in boa
t-based

surveys
, strand

ing resp
onse, an

d community en
gagement. 

Citizen S
cience w

ith Fishers: 
Local fis

hers ar
e engag

ed as

active p
artners

, using 
rugged 

mobile ph
ones to

 record

sighting
s and f

isheries
 interac

tions w
hile at 

sea.

 Listed as Endangered, the local

population is estimated at over

1,000 individuals, making it one of 

Myanmar

Co-Creating Conservation 
in the Gulf of Mottama

The Gulf of Mottama in Myanmar is a unique and dynamic marine environment, but it faces significant
challenges. Since 2018, the Myanmar Coastal Conservation Lab (MCCL) has been at the forefront of marine
mammal research here, moving beyond traditional science to a human-centered, collaborative approach.

Spotlight: MyanmarSpotlight: MyanmarSpotlight: Myanmar

Irrawaddy dolphins

Indo-Pacific finless porpoise 

The population of these vuln
erable 

porpoises is declining, with total 

numbers uncertain, but indicatin
g 

significant reductions throug
hout their habitat.

the most robust populations 
of this species.

Myanmar Coastal Conservation Lab

C;ick on this link to learn more!

The MCCL believe
s the f

uture o
f conse

rvation 

in the G
ulf rest

s with the 
local co

mmunities. 
Their

strateg
y focus

es on c
o-creat

ion, working w
ith peop

le

rather 
than ju

st for t
hem.
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https://mcoastalconservationlab.com/2019/04/13/marine-mammals-in-the-gulf-of-mottama/
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